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intramural research support, including competitive grant funding. Dr. Schut is actively involved in 
professional organizations and regularly lectures on interdisciplinary spine care, clinical integration, and 
research methods within chiropractic and medical settings. 
 

Cleveland Clinic; Lerner 
College of Medicine of 
Case Western Reserve 
University 

United 
States 

 

Stone Sima, BS 

Stone is in the University of New South Wales Doctor of Medicine program and a PhD candidate, under 
the supervision of Dr Ashish Diwan at Spine Labs, St George and Sutherland Clinical School, UNSW. His 
thesis focuses on pain phenotyping and novel diagnostic methods for patients suffering with chronic 
low back pain, especially targeting the human microbiome. He has numerous publications in the area of 
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Stanford Healthcare where his clinical work concentrates on medical and interventional management 
of spine disorders. He is the Deputy Editor-in-Chief of Interventional Pain Medicine. Dr. Smuck is a 
pioneer in the field of human physical performance monitoring. He founded and directed the Wearable 
Health Lab at Stanford, focused on developing methods of wearable sensor data analytics to discover 
digital phenotypes of mobility-limiting orthopedic and neurologic diseases, and applying these methods 
to improve disease detection, prevention, and treatment. Dr. Smuck is an award-winning researcher, 
and his work is recognized by numerous awards, including the ISSLS Medtronic Award, the American 
Academy of PM&R’s President’s Citation Award, the PM&R Journal Best Original Research Award, 
several Outstanding Paper Awards from The Spine Journal, the ISSLS Prize, and the NASS Henry Farfan 
Award. 
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Gregory Snow, DC, 
MSEd 

Greg Snow is a doctor of chiropractic who serves as Dean of Faculty and Chief Student Success Officer 
at Life Chiropractic College West in Hayward, California. His previous roles include Senior Campus 
Administrator, dean of Academic Affairs, dean of Clinics, and faculty clinician during his 30-year tenure 
at Palmer College of Chiropractic’s West campus.  Greg’s research efforts have focused on clinical case 
studies, chiropractic education and vulnerable patients. A 1990 graduate of Palmer College’s West 
Campus, he received his Master’s degree in educational leadership at Cal State University East Bay in 
2024 and his Bachelor of Arts (chemistry) from the University of Iowa in 1986. 
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Ola Soudah, MS, 
PhD 

Ola Soudah holds a Ph.D. in clinical sciences with a focus on translational epidemiology, applied 
biostatistics, patient-centered care, and health services research. She earned her doctorate from the 
University of Texas Medical Branch, USA, in Oct. 2018. Her dissertation research explored the impact of 
diabetes on cognitive decline among older adults using Health and Retirement Study (HRS) data. 
Currently, she works as an assistant professor of community and public health at Yarmouk University- 
Faculty of Medicine. She has incorporated her expertise in teaching medical students research 
methodology, medical statistics, epidemiology, public health, principles of health prevention and 
promotion programs, and healthcare management. Her research focuses on assessing community 
health outcomes, digital solutions to address the tobacco epidemic, and access to healthcare among 
refugees. She is a member of the Yarmouk University IRB committee for Human Research Integrity and 
a director of the Medical Research Office at the Faculty of Medicine to support medical students in 
their research projects.   
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Patricia Tavares 
BSc, DC 
 

Pat Tavares is an Associate Professor at the Canadian Memorial Chiropractic College (CMCC) and the 
Clinical Director of World Spine Care. She is actively involved in research at CMCC. She also serves as 
Vice President/Secretary of the board of the Canadian Chiropractic Orthopedists and is a board 
member of the Ontario Chiropractic Association and the Guidelines Executive Committee. Her research 
currently involves the implementation of the Global Spine Care Initiative in a remote community in 
northern Manitoba and the implementation, tailoring, and evaluation of the Spine mobility bootcamp 
program for degenerative lumbar spinal stenosis at an inner-city community clinic in downtown 
Toronto. 
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Kehinde Tom-
Ayegunle, MD,MPH 

Kehinde Tom-Ayegunle is an experienced physician and award-winning researcher with expertise in 
clinical epidemiology, having a master's degree in public health with a focus on epidemiology and 
biostatistics. She has co-authored multiple peer-reviewed papers, contributing significantly to clinical 
medicine and advancing our understanding of population-level challenges. She has actively participated 
in the creation of clinical guidelines centered around non-communicable diseases, helping to bridge the 
gap between research findings and practical clinical applications. 
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Robert Vining, DC, 
DHSc 

Dr. Vining is a Professor and Associate Dean of Clinical Research at the Palmer Center for Chiropractic 
Research. He earned a Doctor of Chiropractic degree from Logan University and a Doctor of Health 
Science degree from Jefferson College of Health Sciences (now Radford University Carillion). His 
experience includes private practice, clinical education, clinical research, and mentoring early career 
researchers. His research has focused on integrating chiropractic care into multidisciplinary settings, 
studying the role of thoracolumbar fascia in low back pain, supporting evidence-based diagnosis and 
treatment planning for low back pain, and developing quality measures for chiropractic care.  
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Krista Ward, DC, 
MPH 

Krista Ward is a research specialist at Life Chiropractic College West in Hayward, California, and is an 
experienced educator in clinical, public health, and academic settings. She has a Doctor of Chiropractic 
degree from Palmer College of Chiropractic West and a Master of Public Health degree from San 
Francisco State University. She has served as secretary and policy chair for the Chiropractic Health Care 
section of the American Public Health Association. Her research interests and publication topics include 
health disparities, non-pharmacological pain management, quality of life and well-being, and 
educational effectiveness. 
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Yi Kai Wong, BSc 
Chiro, MSc Public 
Health 

Yi Kai Wong is a Senior Lecturer at IMU University, Malaysia, and President of the Association of 
Chiropractic Malaysia. His academic and research work focuses on musculoskeletal health, chiropractic 
regulation and policy, ethical clinical decision-making, and health professions education. He is currently 
pursuing a doctoral degree. Yi Kai has been actively involved in international service-learning initiatives, 
interdisciplinary rehabilitation collaborations, and professional workforce development within 
Malaysia’s Traditional and Complementary Medicine framework and beyond. He contributes to 
curriculum development, clinical education, and evidence synthesis activities, with particular interest in 
strengthening evidence-informed chiropractic practice and regional capacity building in spine and 
rehabilitation care. 
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Lianne Wood, PT, 
MSc, PhD 

Lianne is an Associate Professor at the University of Exeter School of Medicine. Her research focusses 
on the epidemiology and management of spinal disorders, particularly low back pain, degenerative 
cervical myelopathy and spinal stenosis. She supervises post-graduate students exploring conservative 
management of chronic pain, deprescribing, preventing unnecessary hospital admissions, and virtual 
reality for chronic pain. She is an Advanced Practice Spinal Physiotherapist, and is on National Executive 
Committee for Advanced Physiotherapy Practice. In addition, she contributes to the RECODE-DCM 
diagnostic criteria and peri-operative incubators, as well as the International Framework for Serious 
Spinal Pathology working group.  
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Haiou Yang MS, 
PhD 

Haiou Yang is a specialist at the School of Medicine, University of California, Irvine. She earned her 
master's degree and PhD in sociology from the University of Hawaii. Her research interests are in 
occupational and environmental epidemiology of cardiovascular diseases, mental health disorders, and 
musculoskeletal disorders; community health and health disparities. 
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Ammar Yasir, DVM, 
MPH 

Ammar Yasir is currently working as a Ph.D. student at the Environmental Health Sciences, School of 
Public Health, University of Minnesota. He is also a veterinarian and serves in student technical support 
in the College of Veterinary Medicine, Veterinary Biomedical Sciences at the University of Minnesota. 
Ammar has published public health papers on infectious diseases in both humans and animals in 
Pakistan. He was honored in 2024 by the Environment Section of the American Public Health 
Association with a scholarship from the National Institutes of Environmental Health Sciences. 
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Christopher 
Yelverton, MTech 
Chiro, PhD 

Professor Christopher Yelverton is an Associate Professor at the University of Johannesburg, holding a 
PhD and a Fellowship with the Royal College of Chiropractors. With over two decades of service, he has 
led the Chiropractic Department and currently serves as Vice Dean for Research and Global 
Engagement. His leadership spans national councils and international roles, including President of the 
European Council on Chiropractic Education. A prolific researcher and invited speaker, he publishes 
extensively and contributes to editorial boards. His commitment to the field has earned him numerous 
accolades, such as the Chiropractic Association of South Africa’s Presidential Award and Honorary Life 
Membership. Through his academic work and global collaborations, Prof. Yelverton remains dedicated 
to advancing chiropractic education and research worldwide 
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Morgan Young, DC 

Morgan Young is the Associate Medical Director for Chiropractic with the Washington State Department 
of Labor and Industries, where his focus is on developing evidence-informed health care policies and 
improving conservative care for injured workers. Prior to his current role, he taught at Palmer College of 
Chiropractic West for 10 years and collaborated on 20+ publications as a research faculty. He has 
multidisciplinary practice experience at Cisco Systems' corporate on-site healthcare, as well as 
contracted work for Kaiser Occupational Medicine in San Jose, CA. He currently serves as the District 5 
representative to Clinical Compass. 
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